	The Plan
Housing: The Critical Need
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Church leaders in Haiti informed the assessment team that the most urgent and critical need was for suitable housing for their congregation members. Many of the homes were destroyed as a result of the January earthquake, forcing congregation members to seek shelter in whatever form available. Some people are in tents; others have built temporary huts made of materials from destroyed buildings. With the rainy season already begun and the threat of hurricanes looming, it is imperative to help these families quickly.
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While in Haiti, the assessment team met with the leaders of Maxima S.A., a Dutch company based in Port-au-Prince that is producing prefabricated wooden homes. These affordable homes can be rapidly constructed. The Haitian pastors agreed that these homes would provide suitable long-term housing for their congregation members.
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Glenn Bethune who attends First Church of God in Vancouver, Washington was a member of the assessment team, and is an architect with expertise in third world countries, reviewed the building plans and submitted modifications for improvement that were readily accepted by Maxima S.A. One 20' x 10' two-room home can be purchased and constructed on a concrete slab for approximately $3400.

Church of God Ministries has placed an initial order for one hundred of these homes, which will be constructed in the Bainet, Jacmel, and LesCayes region of the country just south of the epicenter of the earthquake. There are approximately twelve Church of God congregations in this region. Most homes in this area were destroyed by the earthquake. The Haitian pastors are assessing the needs of their congregations and the number of homes in each area that will need to be constructed. Work teams and the families will work side by side to construct the homes.

Churches, Sunday school classes, youth groups and vacation Bible school programs are all encouraged to consider purchasing a home for a Haitian Church of God family.

In preparation for the work teams’ arrival, Phil Murphy, former missionary and now our field coordinator for the Haitian relief effort, and Ruben Schwieger, the assistant to the Eye on the World coordinator, will take a work team to Haiti, April 3–10. This work team will comprise individuals who will serve as leaders for future work teams. They will receive training on the construction of the prefab homes. Working in cooperation with Children of Promise, team members will actually build homes for the families of children sponsored by Children of Promise in Callebasse, where the House of Blessings orphanage is located. Children of Promise is covering all the expenses associated with the construction of homes for their sponsored children.
 
There are still a few spaces available on this Team Leader’s trip for individuals interested in leading a future work team.

For the Least of These
Amputees are considered among the "least of these" within the Haitian society. Thousands of people required amputations following the earthquake. Prior to the earthquake, there was only one prosthetic facility in Haiti, but it is nonfunctional as a result of the quake. Consequently, there is little hope for those who have suffered the loss of an arm or leg.
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One Church of God dentist who lives in Anderson, Indiana, has long dreamed of helping Haitians amputees, but funding limitations prevented him from moving forward. Dr. Mark Fulton is the founder of Mission Haiti, Inc.—Midwest, which funds and oversees the operations of a medical hospital located at the Sainthard compound run by Phyllis Newby housing the national offices of the Haitian Church of God. Sister Newby is the national leader for the Church of God in Haiti.

However, through the generous donations to the disaster relief fund, Mark Fulton, DDS, will now see his prayers answered. The DRC has approved $50,000 to fund the construction of the prosthetic wing of the hospital. Soon, those who had little hope will find the love of Christ reaching out to them in the form of prosthetic arms or legs. While the prosthetics will not replace their loss, it will help them to live a more normal life.

Other Efforts to Help
The Church of God school at St. Ard also suffered some damages because of the quake. Five thousand dollars of disaster relief funding have been allocated for the repairs to this facility. Elsewhere, as access returns to the hardest hit areas of the country, the evaluation of the need continues. The Haitian pastors are assessing the damage to their churches, schools, and other facilities. In addition to Sister Newby, the church leaders with whom we are coordinating this effort also include Sister Vera Boudreaux (People Concerned for Missions) and Sister Boatwright (Beyond All Boundaries), both of whom are associated with the Church of God and have tremendous ministry works there.

Looking to the future, the DRC is also examining ways to improve the health of the people through better sanitation. Long-term plans call for the construction of community restroom, bath, and laundry facilities. Currently, such facilities are not readily available in most areas, including in Bainet, Jacmel, and LesCayes, where most of the new homes will be constructed.

“We celebrate the generous and sacrificial donations from churches and individuals that have surpassed $532,000 thus far,” said Don Smith, coordinator for compassionate ministries at CGM. “We also celebrate the growing sense of partnership with the agencies of the Church of God, other freestanding ministry organizations, our national leaders and pastors in Haiti, and the Church of God from around the world as we collectively respond to this crisis. Together we are trying to help the people, alleviating their suffering by addressing their physical needs and ministering to their spiritual welfare. Isn’t that what we as Christians are called to do?”

CGM anticipates that the recovery from this devastating earthquake will take many years and hundreds of thousands of dollars. Please continue to pray for the people of Haiti and how the Lord might lead you to support the relief and recovery operations. Immediate donations to the Disaster Relief Fund can be made online at www.chog.org/DisasterRelief. Checks can be mailed to Church of God Ministries, PO Box 2420, Anderson, IN 46018-2420. Please write Project 45.04502 in the memo line.



	


